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Description of the organisation

Agrupamento de Escolas Miguel Torga (AEMT) is a general school located in Braganca, an inland
town, in the north of Portugal, with low population density and little diversity in terms of cultural
offer. It was built in the historical area and consists of 3 buildings: 2 in the town, 1 in the
countryside. It is attended by 650 students, aged between 3 and 17, who learn English from the 3rd
year of primary school, and French and Spanish from year 7. There are 80 teachers with a
permanent position working here. AEMT is an inclusive institution that develops a culture of
integration and humanism associated with the search for academic success in the different training
offers: regular courses and Dance Course in association with the Conservatory of Music and Dance
of Braganca.

Experience of the organization in previous European projects

AEMT is an institution open to Europe and has as one of its main aims to prepare the students to
their future, personally and professionally, at a local, national, and global level. That leads the
school to search for cooperation with schools and teachers from other countries trying to make it as
international as possible. For that, in 2011 it started developing European projects, first Lifelong
Learning and then Erasmus+ KA1 and KA2 and so far, they were many the students and teachers
who participated in activities, being it training or exchanging activities. Along with Erasmus+,
eTwinning projects are being implemented from kindergarten to high school and the school has
been awarded with the eTwinning school label for some years in a row. Presently it is an Erasmus+
accredited school, but we seek to create and innovate even more for the sake of our children and
their future. That is the reason why the school is also involved in KA210 and KA220 projects.
AEMT has a vast team working and managing European projects since they started being
developed in the institution.

Experience and Expertise of the organization in the project’s subject area

AEMT has been developing a continuous and systematic work within the scope of the
internationalization, with a clear focus on the development of foreign languages, taking into
account the need to increase the linguistic proficiency of our students from an early age for a better
integration in the current world of work, with projects starting from kindergartens, namely the
bilingual education project under the “cross border schools’ project”, the language clubs, the offer
of a second language since the 5th year and the search for foreign partners for common projects so
that students have contact with cultural diversity and other realities. In the field of experimental
sciences AEMT develops some projects in this area so that students can develop skills and abilities
such as critical thinking and creativity, having therefore integrated the national programme
“Science at School Network”. In the field of Arts, AEMT implemented, for the first time, the
National Plan for the Arts, a project that aims to develop the arts in general, visual arts, literature,
music, seeking to involve students in local, national, and international cultural activities, allowing
them to value cultural and historical heritage. In what concerns the field of this project attention
has been given to sustainability through cross curricular actions, European projects and the eco-
schools activities.




Contributions that can be provided to the project
AEMT will contribute with the teams’ expertise to the success of the project, ensure the sound
management of it and work to achieve success.

Reasons of involvement in the project

The institution is open to innovation and willing to bring in new strategies and methodologies and
to work with international partners in subjects that concern all the institutions. Working with
European partners to achieve common goals is an objective that the institution has been pursuing
and working with other institutions and with high education institutions provides the school with
the guarantee that it will evolve scientifically and in knowledge.

Contact Person’s Experience and Expertise

The The headteacher, Maria de Fatima Fernandes, is a French and Portuguese teacher, who
holds a postgraduate in school administration. For 8 years she was the city councilor for culture
and education and since 2017 she’s been the Head of the school. She participated in a large variety
of projects concerning all areas of school education and she’s been working in Erasmus+ projects
since 2013.

The contact person, Margarida Marques, is an English teacher and a teacher trainer, who holds a
master’s degree in technology for education. She has also been participating in European
initiatives, attending training courses abroad since 1999 and has a vast experience coordinating
European projects, Comenius and Erasmus+ projects KAl and KA2, which she started in 2011.
She has experience in working with cross curricular and STEAM projects.




